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Supply: union matches U(KT, ρ, q)
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Realised: max-merge (solid) rises;
mean-distill (dashed) stays flat
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Benefit needs a union-preserving merge (ρ= 0)
max-merge (M2N2-style)
mean-mixture distillation

E4 — recombination supplies the tail; only a union-preserving merge realises it in the pupil


